Town of Rich Square
Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting Minutes
Thursday, November 6, 2025 — 6:00 pm
Town Annex Building

The Rich Square Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting in the Town’s

Commissioners Meeting Room at 112 East Jackson St, Rich Square, North Carolina. Mayor
Victoria Newcombe called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

Elected officials in attendance were Mayor Victoria Newcombe, Commissioner Ennis

Williams, Commissioner Charles Eason, Commissioner Reggie White, Commissioner Joyner,
and Commissioner Peggy Cary.

Smith.

Town officials in attendance were Town Clerk Christine Bass and Police Chief William
Invocation
Commissioner Raymond Joyner provided the invocation.

Public Comment
None — No public comment.

Approval of the Agenda
Commissioner Williams made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. The motion

was seconded by Commissioner Cary. All in favor, motion carried.

Consent Agenda
Commissioner Williams made a motion to approve the minutes for the April 3, 2025

Closed Session Minutes, the April 21, 2025 Special Called Metting & Closed Session minutes,
and the April 23, 2025 Emergency Metting minutes. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
Cary. All in favor, motion carried.

Agenda

Attorney Charles Slade, Jr. swore in the members of the Town of Rich Square Planning
Board. Members sworn in were Peggy Cary, Gerald Kirkpatrick, Marcia P. Majett,
Patricia Majette, Michael Vick, Byron Ward, and Deborah Williams.

Board to review and approve the contract with Martin, Starnes, & Associates to complete
the 2026 fiscal year end audit.

Commissioner Eason made a motion to approve the contract with Martin, Starnes, &
Associates to complete the 2026 fiscal year end audit. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Williams. All in favor, carried.

Board to review and approve the renewal contract with Carr, Riggs, & Ingram for
accounting services to the end of June 30, 2026.



Commissioner Eason made a motion to approve the renewal contract with Carr, Riggs, &
Ingram for accounting services to the end of June 30, 2026. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Williams. All in favor, motion carried.

d. Board to review and approve the rental agreement with Ben Moses, St. & Jr. for the
purpose of farming the undeveloped portion of the Cemetery property. Commissioner
Eason verified that Mr. Moses will be paying for the current year 2025 and next year of
2026. Ms. Bass advised that she has spoken to Mr. Moses, Sr. and he is aware a payment
will be due this December 2025 and the contract will cover December 2026.
Commissioner Eason made a motion to approve the rental agreement with Ben Moses, St.
& Jr. for the purpose of farming the undeveloped portion of the Cemetery property. The
Motion was seconded by Commissioner Williams. All in favor, motion carried.

e. Coming before the Board is Eddice Askew to update the Board on the 2025 Christmas
Parade. Ms. Askew said the parade will be held on December 6, 2025 at 10 am and line
up starts at 9 am. She said we have received 25 entries already and I have been advised of
another 25 on the day of the event. She said I have heard that there are concerns with the
parade and if you have a concern, please state it now. Attorney Pittman asked if there will
be tossing of candy from the vehicles. Ms. Askew replied we have a one-day rider policy
that will cover the entire parade and the throwing of candy from the vehicles. She said the
next Christmas Committee Meeting will be on November 19, 2025, at 5:30 pm at the
Annex Building. She asked that the Board to allow the town employees to assist with the
parade. Mayor Newcombe said the parade entry forms are available at the town hall and
online. Ms. Askew said we will need traffic assistance for large trucks that are entering
the parade. Chief Smith replied to park them on 258 until the parade starts. Ms. Askew
said I know of 10 and possible another 3. Chief Smith asked if the walkers can be
towards the front of the parade because they will set the pace of the parade and they
would be safer there. End on report.

f. Board to review and discuss several items related to the Cedar lawn Cemetery. Mayor
Newcombe spoke about all the items that need to be addressed within the cemetery.
Attorney Pittman gave his review of what he has been researching. Mr. Eugene Brown
said town has not given any funds to the cemetery fund and cemetery funds are not to be
used for any other reason other than the cemetery. Ther was some more discussion. This
matter was done at this time, any further would be brought on a later agenda.

Old Business

Commissioner Eason asked about the emblem that is to be going on the new water tank.
He asked if the Board had decided on the image. Mayor Newcombe said yes the Board did
decide on the image that is to go on the new water tank providing that there will be funds
available to cover the cost. End of old business.

Staff & Council Reports

a. Police Chief Report - Chief William Smith gave his report to the Board. He said there
was a shooting in Murfreesboro yesterday and they are still searching for the suspects. He
said we have several of the kids from the surrounding towns hanging together causing




issues and some of them are our kids right here in Rich Square. He said we need to be
careful of our surroundings and who is around your property. He reminded the citizens to
keep doors locked and to put up any tools or equipment. End of report.

. Police Commissioner Report — Commissioner Williams gave his report. He thanked
everyone for stepping up to be apart of the Planning Board.

Commissioner Williams said that there was a recent shooting on Roberts Road and has
the town considered speed bumps to help slow down traffic and speeders. Chief Smith
said there are cameras at the end of Roberts Road and at Creecy School.

Commissioner Williams said Commissioner Williams said congratulations to all those
that have been elected and thank you to those that have served.

Commissioner Williams said that he was invited and asked to assist in a CDBG Grant
Project being handled by Northampton County. He said we will be holding a meeting on
November 14, 2025 and we have to have a set of minutes and by-laws by our meeting on
November 21, 2025. He said Freddie D Gallimore is the Chair, Deborah James is the
Vice-Chair, and he was the Secretary. He said these types of grants have been going on
for years and Rich Square has not participated in them. He said we are looking at helping
two residences here in Rich Square with some home remodeling issues if funding is
approved. He said that we as Board members need to work if we want things to happen
here in Rich Square. End of report.

Water/Sewer ORC report —Jeffrey Long had no report.

. Water/Sewer Commissioner report — Commissioner White had no report.

Street Commissioner report — Commissioner Eason said congrats to all that was elected.
Commissioner Eason said we have had some homes remodeled and even a double wide
that fell down in the past through CDBG grants.

Commissioner Eason passed the street lights outage report down to Mayor Newcombe.
Commissioner Eason said I have no quoted for repairs. End of report.

Recreation and Events Commissioner report — Commissioner Joyner thanked all that
served and congratulated those newly elected. End of report.

. Finance Officer report — Ms. Bass went over the W/S department report as to cut-offs and
re-connects. Ms. Bass provided the Board with a report for all the CD’s that were at PNC
Bank (see attached). She went through the Revenue & Expenditure report for fiscal year
2025-2026 with the Board. She said we are 18 weeks into the year and we are tracking
well with revenues and expenditures. She did point out that the Deputy Contract Services
was over budget now by $9,957 and Chief Smith needs to reduce some of the part-time
work to bring it in line for the remainder of the year. End of report.

. Town Clerk report — No report.



i. Administrative Commissioner report — Peggy Cary said thank you to Attorney Pittman
for his research and work on the Cemetery Fund and thanked the town staff for all that
they do. End of report.

j- Mayor’s report — Victoria Newcombe thanked the current and newly elected Board
members. She thanked the citizens for coming out to vote and showing up for Rich
Square. End of report.

Adjournment

Commissioner Cary moved, and Commissioner Willaims seconded the motion to adjourn
the November 6, 2025, regular meeting. The motion passed unanimously, and the meeting was

adjourned at 7:08 pm.
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